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My name is Ala’ a Shehabi, and I am a Bahraini citizen. I used to work as a lecturer in
Bahrain until protests broke out in 2011. Bahrain has been importing huge amounts of tear gas
from Korea at a scale that is unprecedented in the world. I am here today with a message
from the people of the country of Bahrain. On behalf of all those who joined the Stop the
Shipment campaign and who have been crying with despair at the tragic misuse of tear gas in
Bahrain.

We request that Korean government stops helping our government in its daily suppression of
people’ s rights to self-determination, in their desire to live free in a democratic country by
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arming it with weapons that have been misused. We also would like to thank Korean civil
society, for acting to stop these arms, for showing solidarity with people on another continent.
This humanity has touched the hearts of many Bahrainis.

[ consider myself a pro-democracy activist. Like tens of thousands of other Bahrainis, we have
taken to the streets to try to bring democracy to our country and region, to live in dignity and
peace. We are proud to have joined the movements across the Arab world in 2011, and we
continue calling for our rights until today.

Instead we faced the counter-force of the government that has resisted political change for
nearly a hundred years.

[ will show you a video from 2012 of what happens to us during a protest, which is part of
our right to peaceful assembly and a basic human right. This is normal practice. I hear very
load bangs and see shots fly past me at head level or under. I think it is just luck that it
missed me. When we go to a protest, we worry more about being hit, then about breathing
the fumes. Because they shoot everywhere and use the tear gas like a bullet.

Tear gas has become part of our everyday lives, not just in protests. The police come into a
village and shoot into homes, sometimes even on football pitches to spoil a match even! It
seeps in through the windows of homes and cars. It feels like the nation is being slowly
poisoned because of repeated exposure. Once [ drove through a cloud of tear gas in the
middle of the highway while my kids were in the car. There wasn’ t even a protest taking
place. The police just fire for their own pleasure sometimes. Old people and young children
with respiratory problems suffer, pregnant women have miscarriages.

[ was there in Sitra in 2012 when Sayed Saeed Hashim, a 15 year old, died in the ambulance
following a protest. These images of his body show that he was hit with a tear gas canister
that killed him. He was an unarmed protestor. [ have spoken to the American doctor who
examined the body of Ali Shaikh another child who was killed in Sitra. The police did this for
no reason he told me - they shot him in the neck. I have seen too many dead bodies.

[ truly believe that no other country in the world has misused tear gas like in Bahrain. Why
does a small island with an indiginous population of under 1 million need 3 million tear gas
canisters from Korea? The police will shoot tear gas even at a stray cat in the street. The
smell of tear gas lingers in the heat. The police are using 2000 or more canisters EVERY day.
Scientific tests have shown that in confined space, tear gas can kill. So far 39 Bahrainis have
been Kkilled.

Imagine if you are old and you cannot run and suddenly gas fills the entire room. This video
shows what happened to Zainab Jumaa when police threw tear gas into her room.
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The government says that it has reformed. It even sent it’ s Minister for Human Rights here
last year to convince you. But right now, a protestor, Abdulaziz al-Abbar is in a coma with a
severe head injury after we suspect he was hit by a tear gas canister. The victims are too
many, the pain is too much. Not a single official has been tried or convicted of these brutal
acts. Korea needs a new arms policy, in line with other countries, that prevents the exports of
arms to countries that suppress its citizens.

It is time Korea stopped arming brutal regimes like Bahrain in the name of profits and money
and supported those fighting with their lives for democracy.

Bahrainis are a people of peace, and we want Korea to help bring peace to Bahrain, not more
clouds of death, poisonous fumes, and more tears. Help save the lives of Bahrainis and reduce
needless suffering.
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My name is Bill Marczak, and I am a former resident of Bahrain. When I lived there from
2002 - 2005, 1 was not very familiar with the political or human rights situation. 1 remember
occasionally hearing about violence at demonstrations, but the only English language media in
Bahrain was pro-Government, so [ did not understand what was going on. When
pro-Democracy protests in Bahrain started in 2011, I was in the United States, working on my
PhD. As I heard news of people dying under government torture, and saw the videos of the
army opening fire on peaceful protesters in the streets, I knew I had to take some action to
help my friends in Bahrain.

[ did not have any background in political activism, but I was experienced in conducting
research. 1 thought that the best way [ could help my friends in Bahrain was to document
how the government was suppressing protests. My colleague Ala’ a Shehabi and I founded the
organization “Bahrain Watch,” for this purpose. One of our first projects examined the
weapons used by the government. At first, we found that the government was using machine
guns, bullets, and tear gas from the United States and United Kingdom. After a successful
campaign, these countries stopped most exports to Bahrain.

At the end of 2011, we began seeing huge numbers of a new type of tear gas. This tear gas
canister had absolutely no writing or any markings on it. It was completely unlabeled. Police
fired these canisters indiscriminately. Local human rights organizations documented that these
canisters were responsible for many deaths. It was hard to trace which company had exported
the canisters, because they were completely unmarked. After it was too late, we figured out
that the canisters were made by a Korean company, Dae Kwang Chemical Corporation. The
Korean Police said that the company exported 1.5 million of these canisters to Bahrain in 2011
and 2012.

Before Korea gave Dae Kwang this export license, Bahrain had a terrible human rights record.
Of course, Bahrain abused the Korean tear gas as a lethal weapon. After Korea exported, the
organization “Physicians for Human Rights,” found that tear gas killed 39 people in Bahrain.

In 2013, we uncovered a leaked document from the Bahraini Interior Ministry. The document
showed that the Government was trying to buy 1.6 million more canisters. The Korean
Government was again set to approve the export license to Dae Kwang. This time, Bahrain
Watch started a campaign called “Stop The Shipment,” to prevent the export. With the help
of Korean organizations, including Amnesty International Korea, our campaign succeeded. The
Korean Government denied the export license to Dae Kwang. The company revealed that it
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was planning to export 3 million more canisters to Bahrain!

This was only possible because of the time and efforts of Korean activists, and others around
the world.  But the case of Bahrain is just one example of a larger problem. Korean
companies have exported tear gas to Turkey, and the government there has also misused it.
Most recently, millions protested in Turkey when police shot and killed a 15-year-old boy,
Berkin Elvan, with tear gas.

I used to live in Bahrain, but now I live and work in the United States. If you go to the
United States and ask my friends what they think of Korea, they will show you their Hyundai
car, and talk of its reliability and high quality. They will show you their Samsung phone, and
brag about its innovative features. They will open YouTube and dance to the video for
Gangnam Style.

However, if you go to Bahrain and ask a person: “What do you think of Korea?” They will
take you out to the village street and show you the piles of hundreds of Korean tear gas
canisters that police fired the night before -- not to control riots, but to punish residents for
opposing the government. They will introduce you to their son who lost an eye when police
shot a Korean tear gas canister at his face. They will tell you about their relative who
suffocated to death when police threw Korean tear gas into his bedroom. You will hear
similar stories if you talk to the millions who protested in Turkey, and were also attacked with
Korean tear gas.

Our “Stop The Shipment” campaign received huge international coverage, and put a spotlight
on Korea’ s arms export record. The campaign was covered in the New York Times in the
US, Financial Times in Europe, and CNN, Al Jazeera, and others internationally. Some MPs in
Europe questioned whether Europe should take action against Korea for its arms exports.

People around the world are becoming increasingly familiar with Korea.  The Korean
Government has a choice: which Korea will people around the world know? Will they know
the Korea of innovation and high quality, and Gangnam Style? Will they know Korea as a
leader in human rights? Or will they know Korea as the country that exports death to their
loved ones who stand against tyranny?

I worked to help stop exports of tear gas and armored vehicles to Bahrain from my country,

the United States. Now, it’ s time for Korea to join countries around the world, and adopt a
sensible arms control policy that protects people’ s human rights.
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ed—2013-04-17 2014. 3. 15, H&.
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10) Amnesty International, <Arms Transfer to the Middle East and North Africa: Lessons for an

effective Arms Trade Treaty> ACT 30/117/2011, p25, 2011. 10.
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12) Amnesty International, <Arms for Internal Security: Will they be covered by an Arms Trade
Treaty?> ACT 30/120/2011, p12, 2011. 6.
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. Trade Trade NetWeight Quantity Trade

Period Flow Reporter Partner Code Value (kg) Unit Quantity Flag

2010 Export Rep. of Korea Egypt 930621 $1,577,766 31,653 8 31,653 0

2011 Export Rep. of Korea Egypt 930621 $1,089,720 11,992 8 11,992 0

2012 Export Rep. of Korea Egypt 930621  $450,965 7,430 8 7,430 0
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13) Amnesty International, <Egypt: Roadmap to repression>, MDE 12/005/2014, p5, 201444 1¢
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