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FINLAND’S MODEL.:
A VARIETY OF CHOICE

OkLt 2EHI(Jaana Montonen, Z§F HZHE THARL <

SUOMI

.|_ Guiding legislation FINLAND

» Conscription Act (1438/2007)
https://www.finlex.fi/fen/laki/kaannokset/2007/en2007

1438.pdf

* Non-Military Service Act (1446/2007)
https://www.finlex.fi/fi/laki/kaannokset/2007/en20071

446 20130940.pdf

EMBASSY OF FINLAND IN SEOUL
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PR SUOMI
General conscription in Finland FINLAND

Guarantees Finland's military security.

Finland is not a member of any military alliance. It is prepared to defend its territory relying
on its own resources.

All Finnish men between the ages of 18 and 60 are liable for military service. All men must
either do military service or non-military service.

Fulfilment of military service includes service as a conscript, participation in reservist
training, extra service, and service during mobilization, in addition to participation in call-ups
and examinations assessing fitness for military service.

Women can apply for voluntary military service and non-military service.

EMBASSY OF FINLAND IN SEOUL

T SUOMI
General conscription in Finland FINLAND

* Call-ups are organized annually from August to

December. The call-ups are based on the Conscription
Act.

Call-ups consist of health check (suitability and fitness
check) and hearing the conscript’s wishes concerning
conscript service.

Service period and service location will be assigned or
possible exemption decided from military service.

EMBASSY OF FINLAND IN SEOUL
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Alternatives to military service

* Unarmed service: A person liable for military service who asserts that
serious reasons of conscience prevent him from performing armed
military service and who applies for unarmed service will be exempted
from armed service and assigned to unarmed service.

* The service assignment for persons undergoing unarmed service is
arranged in such a way that the convictions of those persons will not
be compromised in the performing of their duties.

* Persons undergoing unarmed service are not required to use weapons
or ammunition or participate in exercises of their use or their upkeep

during their service.

EMBASSY OF FINLAND IN SEOUL

Alternatives to military service

* Non-Military Service: A person liable for military

service who avers that serious reasons of conscience
founded on conviction prevent him from carrying out
the service laid down in the Conscription Act
(1438/2007).

* Exemptedfrom such service and assigned to perform
non-military service.

EMBASSY OF FINLAND IN SEQUL
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e Non-military service

* Basictraining of 28 days in a Centre for Non-Military Service
(included in the service).
e Service for 347 days ~ 11 months.

* Searching for service placement: a list of all possible placements.

* Benefits:

- daily allowances
- food

- accommodation
- healthcare

- travel

- holidays

EMBASSY OF FINLAND IN SEQUL

-l— Non-military service: benefits

* Daily allowance: 5,10 euro — 11,90 euro per day.

* Accommodation: at home or paid for.

* Food: daily food allowance approximately 12 euro.

* Travel: free travel in public transportation to and from
service.

* Holidays: 18 days during the service without specific

reason.

* Free healthcare

EMBASSY OF FINLAND IN SEOUL
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-|_ Legality control i;’:ﬂ:un

* Parliamentary Ombudsman is responsible for legality control of the Defence
Forces.

- Monitors the fullfillment of basic rights during military and non-
military service.

- Regularly meets with conscripts and non-military servicemen.

EMBASSY OF FINLAND IN SEQUL

-|— Statistics ii’,?f',fm

* In2018:
- 30 700 men participated in call-ups
- 74,6% were assigned to military service
- 1,4% were assigned to non-military service
- 9% were excused from service

- 9% decision on service postponed

EMBASSY OF FINLAND IN SEOUL
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